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RESOLUTION 

IN RECOGNITION OF 

PROFESSOR ABIE GROSSFELD 
of 

SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE COLLEGE 

March 5, 1982 

WEEREAS, Abie Grossfeld, Professor of Physical Education and Coach of 
Gymnastics at Southern Connecticut State College, has achieved 
great personal distinction as an athlete on United States Olympic 
Teams and other United States Teams engaged in international 
competition winning eight gold medals, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Grossfeld has received numerous awards as a Coach of Gymnastics 
at Southern Connecticut State College, including the Eastern Coach 
of the Year and National Coach of the Year Awards, and 

WHEREAS, Athletes whom Mr. Grossfeld has coached have attained great suc- 
cesses including Olympic medals, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Grossfeld on January 17, 1982, was presented with the Gold Key 
Award of the Connecticut Sports Writers' Alliance, therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the Trustees of the Connecticut State Colleges extend their 
congratulations to Mr. Grossfeld on the receipt of the Gold Key 
Award and express their esteem and appreciation for the continuing 
excellence of his work as professor and coach. 

A Certified True Copy: 

James A. Frost 
Executive Director 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE COLLEGE 

e 501 CRESCENT STREET NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06515  

TEL. (203) 397-4000 

January 27, 1982 

M r .  Michael Adant i  
Board o f  Trustees 
P.O. Box 2008 
New B r i t a i n ,  Connect icut  06050 

Dear Mike, 

Enclosed i s  a  gymnastics brochure and t h e  p rogra  
Dinner a t  which Abie Gross fe ld  rece ived  t h e  1982 
Connect icut  Spor ts  W r i t e r s  A l l i a n c e .  Both p u b l i c a t i o n s  c o n t a i n  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on Ab ie 's  ca ree r  a t  t h e  Col lege. 

Please c a l l  me i f  you need a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o rma t i on .  -I 

Sin r e l y ,  
i '-7 

John P. M a t t i a  

cc :  Ray DeFrancesco 
R ick  Leddy 
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Gold Key reclplents, from left, show off thelr spoils. Able Grossfeld, Bertha Tickey and Tony Apisso. 



Three get Key to the state 
By GEORGE WADLEY 
Staff Reporter 

HARTFORD - The Connectlcut 
Sports Wr~ters Alllance held ~ t s  41st 
annual Gold Key dlnner Sunday n~ght at 
Valle's Restaurant 

The Alllance honored Able Grossfeld 
Bertha Ragan Tlckey and Tony Aprsso 

B 
with the prestlg~ous Gold Keys and 
presented a spec~al award to the Yale 
Unlvers~ty football program In recognlt~on 
of ~ t s  unlque contr~butlon to the sports 
lore of the state 

In add~t~on, Yale running back R~ch 
D~ana was honored as the state's athlete 
of the year, Old Saybrook Hlgh basket- 
ball coach B~ l l  Reagan was ha~led as the 
hrgh school coach of the year and retlred 
Hartford Tlrnes sportswnter Joe Cassano 
was presented the Arthur 8 McGlnley . 
Award for long and mer~tor~ous servlce to 
the profess~on 

who IS also the Commlss~oner of the Big 
East Conference. 

Gavrtt acknowledged that former Gold 
Key winner and current Unlvers~ty of 
Connectlcut assoc~ate athletlc dlrector 
Dee Rowe had given hlm hls start In 
coachng at Worcester Academy. "Some- 
thing," Gav~tt sa~d, "that my w~fe has 
never forglven me for " 

Gav~tt sa~d he and Rowe w~l l  be one 
of the great trlvla quest~ons of the 1990s 
"Unl~ke Able Grosfeld," he sa~d, "we 
never got to coach the Olymplc team we 
were supposed to We probably had a 
great 1980 Olymp~c team but we never 
left the country." 

- Praljrng the Big East, Gav~tt sa~d, 
"There 1s a common thread of goals, ath- 
letlcally and academically A hlgh pomt 
of my assoc~at~on w~th the Big East has 
been the dally cooperation of the presl- 
dents, athletlc d~rectors and espec~ally 

In h~story. Three of hts pupils, John 
Crosby, Peter Kormann and Mario 
McCutcheon, have won the Nlssen 
Award, gyrnnastlcs' equ~valent of the- 
Helsman Trophy. 

He IS the current coach of the U.S. 
Nat~onal Team and has coached both the 
Nat~onal Tearn and the Olymplc Team In 
the past 

"Th~s award 1s another example of a 
man becomlng an Instant success after 
20 year," sa~d Grossfeld. "Let me assure 
you this will be an ~nsplratlon for me to ' , 

contlnue to strlve for excellence at 
Southern Connectlcut State College." -_ 

Tlckey 1s a member of the Softball - 
Hall of Fame and she IS generally rated 
w~th Joan Joyce, a former Gold Key re- 
cipient herself, as the two greatest 
women softball players In the blstory of 
the game. She 1s currently the chalrman 
of the Barnum Festlval In Br~dgeport 

the players " 
The Alllance also saluted the Unlversl- Aplsso retlred two years ago after a 

ty of Connect~cut's nat~onal champ~on- Grossfeld has been the gyrnnastlcs long and successful career as the foot- 

shlp soccer and f~eld hockey teams coachat-Southern Connecticut State Col- ball coach at New Br~ta~n Hlgh His teams': 
lege for 18 years and in h ~ s  long and suc- were always regarded as among the best; 

The guest Weaker was Providence ' 

cessful career has produced more 1nd1- ~n the state and he was act~ve in, the ; College athletlc dlrector Dave Gav~tt, v~dual NCAA champ~ons than any coach Connect~cut Coaches Assoc~at~on . 
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D 
Gold Key - honor 
for best, brightest 

fronted by a form of a scroll, the sooner or later the Connect~cut 
words Connecticut Sports Writers' Ai- Sports Wr1ters1 Alliance will recog- 
bance engraved on it, with the words nize you. 
"Sports" and "Writers" separated by : 

"In 1884, Mack was a catcher for 

But sports dinners weren't always 
' . Sunday Special 

. a major league baseball team and a 

. 40-game winner, a prlest and a doc- 
: tor and a man .who knew how to 
raise funds better than anyone in h ~ s  Geographical favoritism has noth- 
day. 



lng to do wlth ~t When the state's 
. wr~ters s ~ t  douo i u  plan the~r b ~ g  

event, thej hdve to take cverythlng 
Into cons~derat~on -- p~lcc,  menu. 
abll~ty to handle b ~ g  gatherings etc 

The dlilner bas long been the most 
prestlgrous of ~ t s  klnd In the state An 
inv~tat~on to speak at one is coveted, 
s~mply to be introduced from tho 
head ldble 1s a slgn of success 

9 

Invited out-of-state guests all render 
the same op~nion of the Gold Key 
dlnner "It's a class affalr.' 

Lou Black says one of the hlgh- 
l~ghts of Gold Key dinners happened 
at one of the early ones he attended. 
"A frlend of the Alllance's from New 
York brought Babe Ruth to the din- 
ner He d~dn't speak, he just sat at 
the head table. Everyone In the room 
was awed because you knew there 
was a legend right in front of you." 

Stlll, there have been speakers at 
sorlle Gold Key dlnners that have, to 
say the least, stopped their aud~ences 
cold - for a t ~ m e  

Bob Granger, News Editor of the 
Journal-Courier, was once a sports- 
writer and remembers the 1959 Gold 
Key d~nner at the Waverly Inn In 
Chesh~re. There was a speaker l~sted 
on that year's program as "Ivan 
Ivanov~tch Demetrt M~khal Peter- 
panzoff, former member of the 
Un~ted Soviet of Soc~alist Republics 

TONY APlSSO 

Olymp~c basketball team now an 
Amerlcan cltlzen " 

Such a lengthy lntroduct~on should 
have been the tipoff that the crowd 
was about lo have ~ t s  legs pulled, but 
~t wasn't Granger remembers what 
happened after the speaker started 
talk~ng. "It was embarrassrng He 
began r~ght away by lns~lltlng the 
Un~ted States He got progress~vely 
worse as he went along At flrst 
people started to look at each other, 
then mumble, pretty soon there were 
h~sses conilng from all over the 
room, then boos. F~nally, some man 
stocd up in the back and yelled, 'If 
you don't like ~t here, go back where 
you came from.' Then we all found 
out we'd been put on He was a plant 
Everyone broke up and gave h ~ m  a 
b ~ g  hand " 

The same "speaker" has turned 
up at other dinners. At t~mes,  he's 
been a member of the "Russ~an 
Olympic Committee" or the "Czech 
Sports Federation." 

Fred Post, the veteran sports edl- 
tor of the Middietown Press, has 
been toastmaster at Gold Key dm- 
ners for the last 12 years He w~ll  be 
toastmaster tonight, as well He w~l l  
long remember the n~ght In 1967 
when boxing's famous "Raging Bull," 
Jake LaMotta, was on the speaking 
program 

"He got up and started talk~ng," 

BERTHA TlCKEY 
New Britain coach Softball star 

ABlE GROSSFELO 
Gymnastics coach 

says Post "A half-hour later he was 
st111 talking. I was sitting right along- 
s ~ d e  the dais and I sort've tugged on 
his sleeve. He had this n~ghtclub act, 
you see, and he was do111g it. He gave 
me one of those looks as if to say. 
'Don't try to stop me when I'm hot.' 
When Jake LaMotta looks at you l ~ k e  
that, you don't stop him So I let h ~ m  
go on. 

"He talked for better than an hour 
and a half." 

Post remembers another "plant," 
too "We had a guy named A1 Kelly 
and I was told to introduce hlm as 
sports editor of the Phoenix Sun, He 
started speaking and nobody could 
understand a word he said. 

"I looked at  people In the audl- 
ence and they looked at  me. Some 
people in the room thought there was 
something wrong with the sound sys- 
tem. It was a little embarrassing, but 
nobody wanted to laugh; that would 
have been impolite. About a minute 
before he sat down, we found out he 
was a professional doubletalker, a 
man named A1 Kelly who'd appeared 
on TV several times." 

There have been, to be sure, many 
touching moments at Gold Key dm- 
ners. 

Last year the Alliance gave a 
Gold Key to Coast Guard Athletic 
Director and former Cleveland 
Browns star Otto Graham, a man 
who fought cancer and won. 

"He gave a touching speech," re- 
calls Post "It especially affected me 
because my own mother had four 
cancer operations in her life." 

In 1973, former Denver Broncos 
and Syracuse Un~versity running 
back Floyd Little, who was a scholas- 
tic standout at Hillhouse High, told a 
Hartford audience what "coming 
home agaln" meant to him and left 
everyone knowing why he thought he 
m~ght go Into polltics when he left 
pro football. 

Karry Jacunski, Yale's freshman 
football coach emeritus, remembers 
when he got his Gold Key in 1967. 
"What made it so profoundly touch- 
Ing to me," says Harry, "was that 
my son, Bobby. then a sportswr~ter I 
with the Register, was chosen tc 
present it to me. I couldn't, in all rpy 



I lrfe, thrnk of anjrth-02 more approprl- ( 
ate to what I'd managed to accom- , pllsh. It  was beautiful." 

I Of course, to Frank Cr~safi  it was 
a memorable nrght rn 1978 in more 
ways than one. 

"It was the eprtome of my career 
to get a Gold Key," says the man 
whose coaching of several sports a t  
East Haven High over many years 
earned hrm a reputahon a s  one of the 
state's a l l - t~me best. 'To be honored 
that way, a t  the age I was, was a 
flne expression of how people, partlc- 
ularly the press, felt about me " 

The '78 Gold Key dinner a t  which 
Crisfai got his award was held in the 
Exhrbition Hall in the basement of 
the  Hartford Civlc Center. Two 
nlghts later the Civic Center roof 
collapsed. "You can't help but won- 
der what could've happened if the 
roof fell rn while we were there," 
Cnsaf~  says. 

It's the Gold Key drnner, but the 
writers have taken the ttme and ef- 
fort to recognize others. They take 
c a r e  of their own with the  Art 
McGlnley Award, whlch wlll go to- 
n~ght  to Joe Cassano, formerly of the 
Hartford Trmes The Doc McInerney 
Award honors scholastrc coaches, 
golng tonrght to Old Saybrook's Brll 
Reagan And the B ~ l l  Lee Athlete of 
the Year award was started in 1973 
when Yale's Dlck Jauron won ~t 
Tonight the Alllance wlll honor the 
Yale back who broke most of Jau- 
rm's  records, Rrch Drana of Hamden, 
although D ~ a n a  will not be on hand to 
accept srnce he wrll be returning 
from playrng in the Japan Bowl. 

Oddly enough, despite the broad 
spectrum of the people honored by 
the Alllance, nobody from the world 
of gymnastics had ever won a Gold 
Key untrl Grossfeld was chosen to 
gel hn.  Then agaln, there aren't too 
many practlcioners of this arcane 
sport In the world, let alone Connect- 

I lcut, wrth the credentials of the Wrz- 

I ard of Southern Connecticut State 
College. 

Grossfeld, coach of the curl.-- 
I1 S. National team and a former 
Olympic gymnast himself, is low-key 
about h ~ s  Gold Key. "It's certainly a 
great honor," he will tell you. "But I 

here, but the support I've gotten 
from the people I work with and the 
school admrn~stratron has been more 
than malor-college level in every 
way That a Gold Key for me wlll 
confer stature on Southern IS some- 
thing that pleases me very much." 

By the very nature of hls achreve- 
ments and the recognltlon he's gotten 
for hls gymnasts (three have won the 
Nlssen Award, the gymnastic equiva- 
lent of the Hersman Trophy), 
Grossfeld has been to many award 
banquets He's been to several Gold 
Key d'nners, too, and he says thls: 
"The deFple who run thls t h ~ n g  do a 
marve ous job. I've been to many f affairs 11ke thls all over. But I can 
tell you Connecticut's Gold Key din- 
ner hak a great reputation." 

* 
You wrll have to forgive a few 

members of the Connecticut Sports 
Writers' Alllance if they're walking 
about w ~ t h  therr chests puffed out 
tonrght Some, llke the organization's 
pres~dent, Hal Levy of the Shore Line 
Newspapers, will be at  the head 
table, glad-handrng therr way from 
one end of Valle's to the other. And 
some, l ~ k e  Jerry DiPietro of the 
Jackson Newspapers, have worke&' 
hard behind the scenes to put it all 
together - good selections for the 
awards, the seatlng and an inform- 
ative drnner program, which, through 
the generos~ty of Stewart Jackson, 
president and assistant publisher of 
the Jackson Newspapers, was printed 
at  no cost to the Alliance. 

"I remember when I started to 
read sports pages when I was a kid," 
Levy says w ~ t h  some wistfulness. "I 
used to see p~ctures  of this dinner In 
the papers that showed me the peo- 
ple who went to it. I always wished I 
could get to one someday. Now here 
I am, in charge of running one. How 
about that?" 

The award-wmners tonight won't 
be the only ones taklng pride rn the 




